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Dr. Pusey and his Evangelical allies were less
charitably disposed. They drew up a declaration
of belief in Scriptural infallibility and the eternity
of hell, which every clergyman was invited "for the
love of God " to sign. Less than half of those in
holy orders responded to this touching appeal ;
and few names carrying much authority figured in
the list.

For those to whom faith means the negation of
reason the occasion offered by Pusey must have
seemed singularly well-timed. Not long before his
declaration was circulated the untrustworthiness
of various Biblical statements had been mathe-
matically demonstrated by a missionary Bishop,
who was also the greatest living authority on
arithmetic. While the foremost German and
Dutch Hebraists were exhausting their ingenuity
in trying to discover how many distinct documents
had been laid under contribution by the compilers
of the Pentateuch and the Book of Joshua, Dr.
Colenso felt himself impelled by the naive appeal
of a Zulu convert to investigate the more elemen-
tary question, Are they true? A novice in the
higher criticism, he at that time merely knew that
geology had done much towards demolishing the
first chapters of Genesis as genuine history. But
a few months' labour led him to more destructive
conclusions than all his predecessors put together
had made good in two hundred years. What was
more damaging to the credit of the priestly his-
torians whose work has come down to us under the
names of Moses and Joshua than their too literal
acceptance of ancient mythical cosmogonies, it